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The professional graduate program in urban studies.

Urban Studies Program

The city is a central feature of modern societies and 
economies and the development of cities over the past 
500 years has paralleled and in fact led the evolution of 
the modern world.  Academic interest in urban studies 
spans many disciplines and is focussed on understanding 
what cities are, how they function, and how they change.  
Focussed study of the city provides important perspectives 
on many of today’s social and economic problems.

The Urban Studies program provides an exciting 
opportunity to study the city and its functions from several 
perspectives. This part-time professional program is for 
those whose work concern cities (planners, researchers, 
consultants, analysts, members of NGOs) and those curious 
about planning, local politics, and urban development. The 
program provides a strong foundation in various urban-
related disciplines and emphasizes the application of these 
disciplines to real-world problems and situations.

Courses are offered in the evenings at the University’s 
Harbour Centre campus, located in the core of British 
Columbia’s principal urban, national, and international 
centre. The program draws particularly on Vancouver’s 
experience but also encompasses study of cities in other 
places and from other times.

Graduate Diploma in Urban Studies
The Graduate Diploma requires completion of 24 hours 
of URB courses numbered 600 and above.  One or two 
graduate urban courses from other departments may be 
substituted.

Master of Urban Studies
The University expects a Master of Urban Studies 
Program (M.URB.) to begin in September, 2005. This 
new degree program will add several new graduate 
Urban Studies courses and expand the opportunities 
for students to carry out urban research as part of their 
program.

To qualify for the M.URB., students would complete a 
total of 32 credit hours drawn from the listing of current 
and future courses. 
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Graduate Courses

URB 610-4 Urban Design: Integrating Theory and Practice
An examination of urban design as a discipline that involves 
the environmental, aesthetic, social, economic, geographic, 
ecological, historical, political, and cultural aspects of the 
built environment. The importance of creative design, the 
interrelationship between the spatial organization of a 
city, its efficient delivery of services, the social, cultural, 
and economic considerations of the public realm, as well 
as the process of change in our pluralistic society will all be 
considered.

URB 620-4 Urban Communities and Cultures
An introduction to the anthropological and sociological 
study of complex urban societies in comparative perspective. 
It includes study of anthropological and sociological 
approaches to urbanization, the nature of the city as social 
system, and urban communities and cultures.

URB 630-4 Urban Development, Planning, and Policy
The focus is the evolving relationship between state 
interventions into the city, and the dynamics of urban 
development. The class emphasizes the historical context to 
urban planning and policy, with particular reference to the 
Canadian city.

URB 640-4 Urban Regions and Urban Change
The aim is to develop a perspective on the study of 
urbanization by applying systematic approaches to specific 
regional and case contexts. Major theoretical and conceptual 
themes will be reviewed. Some emphasis will be placed upon 
the Canadian experience in order to develop a common 
ground among members of the course and some emphasis 
will also be placed upon the United States and Western 
Europe because of the dominance of those collective urban 
experiences and literatures.

URB 645-4* Urban Sustainable Development
What does sustainable development mean for cities? Via 
case studies from Vancouver and around the world, students 
will seek to understand how urban sustainable development 
initiatives are developed, designed, and implemented.  
Special attention will be paid to the importance of 
sustainable development and linkages between issues 
related to economic development, social justice, and 
environmental conservation and protection.

URB 650-4 Urban Governance
This course is intended to confront students with many of 
the current administrative, policy, intergovernmental and 
political challenges of local/urban/city-regional government 

in the 21st century. It will enable students to critically 
evaluate the varied nature and development of urban and 
metropolitan governance through an assessment of differing 
city-regional forms and responsibilities. The primary focus is 
on urban Canada but comparative cases will be drawn from 
the United States, the EU, Asia, and other jurisdictions.

URB 655-4* Global Cities
Provides a conceptual foundation for assessing the 
phenomenon of the Global City. It offers a theoretical basis 
for this analysis and case studies, based on existing research 
for understanding how cities function in the globalized 
environment. Students will learn about possible advantages 
and impediments to municipal international activity, in 
Canada and comparatively.  

URB 660-4 Economy, Land Use  
and Transportation in Cities
An introduction to urban economics, and the economic 
functions and spatial structure of cities. The course 
concentrates on why and how cities grow and the influence 
of public policy on the economies of cities. This course 
includes examination of the relationships between urban 
transportation and land use and their influence on such 
phenomena as urban sprawl.

URB 665-4* Urban Housing Policy
An examination of the roles of housing in an urban 
society, the evolution of urban housing policy in Canada, 
the policies that shape the existing housing system, and 
proposals for modifying housing policies and programs.  The 
role of affordable housing as an essential component of a 
sustainable community will be emphasized.

URB 670-4* Urban Research Methods
Offers a tip-to-tail approach to researching urban public 
policy problems - from imagining projects, to gathering 
interpreting data and presenting findings to the public. The 
emphasis is for students to be able to understand the work 
of others and design their own studies. In addition to his 
training students are trained in how to apply descriptive 
statistics such as means, measures of spread and cross-
tabulation.

Urban Studies Program Information

Admission Requirements
Applicants are normally required to hold an 
undergraduate degree in one of the urban studies base 
disciplines (economics, geography, political science, 
sociology and anthropology). Applications from students 
with other degrees or with equivalent professional 
training and experience will also be considered. 

Admission decisions will be based on undergraduate 
grades (normally, a GPA of 3.0 is required), a one-page 
statement of student interest in the program, and letters 
of reference. 

Fees
The following website will give you information on tuition 
and other student fees: www.reg.sfu.ca/fees/grad.html

Applications
Applications are invited for study beginning in the Fall 
(September) and Spring (January) semesters. As there 
is no fixed application deadline, early applications are 
encouraged as space is limited. A downloadable copy of 
the application form can be found at www.sfu.ca/dean-
gradstudies/

1. Application for admission to Graduate Studies and a 
$75 non-refundable cheque or money order payable to 
Simon Fraser University. 

2. Statement of interest in the program (1 page) 
3. Official transcript of undergraduate grades from all 

universities/colleges attended (mailed directly from the 
granting institution).

4. Three confidential letters of reference, of which at 
least one must be from an academic source (mailed 
directly from the referee).

5. Resume/Curriculum Vitae.
6. TOEFL and TWE test scores (if required). Please refer 

to the Dean of Graduate Studies website (www.sfu.
ca/dean-gradstudies) for more information.

All application materials and inquiries should be 
forwarded directly to the Program Assistant: 

Urban Studies Program
Simon Fraser University at Harbour Centre
3rd floor, 515 West Hastings Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, V6B 5K3
Phone 604-268-7914
Email: urban@sfu.ca

URB 680-4* Managing Cities
Examines theories of public management in an urban 
context—how governments allocate resources, distribute 
income and regulate public enterprise—in both pure and 
applied contexts. Theory is illustrated using examples from 
the municipalities within the Greater Vancouver Regional 
District and other Canadian and international cities.

URB 685-4* Health Status and Health Policy in Urban 
Canada
The focus is the distribution of health status within urban 
centers in Canada, and related health policy developments.  
The course will emphasize the systematic nature of 
health status distribution, the historical pattern of health 
inequality, emerging analyses of the role of ‘place’ in 
shaping health patterns, housing and health, and attempts 
to reformulate social policy in urban contexts to address 
‘social determinants’ of health inequality in Canada.

URB 690-4 The City in Art, Culture and Politics
The city has long been a subject of, and site for, cultural 
reflection. This course recognizes that cultural and political 
ideas are not context-free. The course focuses on modern 
and postmodern thought and their relation to the evolving 
city.

URB 693-2* Directed Readings I

URB 694-4* Directed Readings II

URB 695-4 Selected Topics in Urban Studies
Provides an opportunity for students to study one or more 
urban topics that lie beyond the scope of the other courses.

URB 696-4* Seminar in Urban Studies
In-depth study of two or three areas of urban studies 
with particular attention to the contributions of various 
disciplines and the development of a proposal for research 
to explore a suitable area of particular interest to the 
student. Where feasible, students will work with external 
organizations in developing their research proposal.

URB 697-4* Research Project

URB 699-2* Research Project Completion

* new course


