LS 819: Selected Topics:
Cultures, Currents, and Histories of Popular Music

Tuesdays — 6:30 — 9:20 pm — In Person — Room HC 2280
Instructor: Martin Laba — SFU Faculty of Communication
laba@sfu.ca

This course offers an interdisciplinary excursion through the roots, progress, trajectories and
cultural significance and power of popular music. Ultimately, it focuses on the question: why
and how popular music matters. An exhaustive linear history of popular music is clearly neither
feasible nor appropriate in a single semester-length course; instead, the course will proceed
according to specific themes, issues, debates, and perspectives, including: popular music and
protest; popular music and social change; the cultural production of popular music;
anthropologies of popular music; technological foundations of popular music production; youth
cultures, youth media, and popular music; popular music in film; popular music and advertising;
independent music production; regional musical forms and commercial currents; “authenticity”
in popular music; the business, profitability and popular music; the machinery of popular music
promotion; global perspectives in popular music; and more. Each issue/theme will be traced
and analyzed through specific case studies. The course will be highly participatory, and students
will contribute substantially to the case studies considered, foci, and analytical parameters of
the course.
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