


Ara Pacis Museum

Rome, laly
J 9O5-_2(NK)

This small museum on the bank of the Tiber river has been
||v.=-iigm=|;l as a renewed ﬁl*I[irlg for the Ara Pacis, a sacrificial altar
built in 9 A.D). and now located on the western t't‘l!-.'_r of the Piazza
Augusto Imperatore. Planned as part of an effort to protect Rome's
cultural legacy, the new structure replaces the monument’s present
enclosure, which is in a state of advanced decay. The proposal con-
sists of a long, single-story, glazed loggia elevated above a shallow
Enpdimu. This structure |:|rrn"u|1=.- a lransparent barrier between the
embankment of the Tiber and the existing, circular perimeter of the
Mausoleum of Augustus, In addition to protecting and liir-'-pliijning the
altar, the new v ilion will accommaodate a small exhibition space; a
museum shop, and a 150-seat auditorium.

The altar was removed from the Campo Marzio in 1938 duning the
Mussolini era. In order to relate the altar’s present position to its
original site, we applied a system of regulating lines 1o the new
||ruj¢r;-1, Hirirrﬂing the distanee between the I:T:':uml center of the
mausoleum and its onginal site yielded a four-square urban grid
that was used as a proportional frame to reorganize the piazza and
its surroundings. An artificial obelisk is used as a historical refer-
ence on the north-south axis through the aliar. The space housing
the altar is top-lit by adjustable monitor lighting, while the loggia-
pavilion is faced in stone and steel-framed plate glass. The overall
syntax relers lii-.-rr't'rll_'.' to the ltalian Rationalist architecture of the
1930,

The design for the new Ara Pacis Museum complex will be an inte-
gral part of a master plan for the Augustan area. The area will be
converted o a lu-d{-:-.[riuu zone, and trallic circulation surrounding
the mausoleum and the Ara Pacis will be modified appropriately.
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