Fanfiction Lecture
What is Fanfiction?

· Fiction by fans. 

· Has anyone ever admired/been in love with a character? Ever dreamed of meeting them?

· Develop a better understanding of the characters. Explore the backgrounds of those barely mentioned. Explore situations, explore personalities. English students do this with their papers.

· Because the characters and their world are already created, writers can focus the more detailed aspects of writing: start with someone else’s and then create your own. Like coloring books, or karaoke.

· Share ideas and thoughts with fans. Get feedback on writing. Community. Meet other people.
What genres are there in Fanfiction?

· Angst: less about event and more about how character deals or doesn’t deal (as it more often the case) with the situation. Unhappy endings more often than happy.

· Hurt/Comfort: character is taken to bits emotionally (or physically) before being consoled by another character

· Usually self-controlled or seemingly strong character. The challenge is to make their weakness or loss of self-control seem in character.

· Sometimes characters with a perceived vulnerability that are easy to exploit.

· Fluff: a light piece with no real message or plot. Like a cute fluffy little bunny. “Awww”-inducing.
· AU: alternative universe. Characters are taken out of the canon world and put into another. More recently the term has expanded to include a world were a major event at the beginning of canon is changed, and thus resulting in a completely different situation for the rest of the story (ie: dead characters are kept alive, LotR = Isildaur throws ring in fire).

· Crossover: combining of two or more fandoms (ie: Buffy and LotR)

· Slash
· In the 1970s, when fanfiction was growing in popularity, many of the television shows being broadcasted lacked very little in the way of sex scenes – because they either got in the way of action, tied down the heroes too much, or the shows were broadcasted too early in the evening to be appropriate. As such, some writers took matters into their own hands to write these non-existent sex scenes.
· Star Trek fanzine Grup published in 1972, first “adult” fanzine (meaning explicit and heterosexual relationships).
· A Fragment Out of Time by Diane Marchant was published in the 3rd issue of Grup in 1974 and was the first story to make Kirt and Spock into lovers, though it was done so in a coded way. After this, a slash between initials began to be recognized as a designator for a romantic – and homosexual – pairing, whereas a hyphen was used to indicate the main characters in a story.

· By the late 1970s fanfic was rapidly spreading to other fictional universes (Star Wars, Blakes 7, The Professionals, Starsky & Hutch, etc), and slash spread with it.

· Has since become a very popular genre, and while most stories are still heterosexual – and rated “gen” for that matter – slash has gained the most notice and debate.

· Variations of slash terminology as increased to better suit a variety of fandoms (ie: the term “yaoi” is more often used in anime Fanfiction than “slash”)

· Noteably, the majority of FF writers are women, and almost all slash writers are as well.

Characters
· OC

· Original characters. Minor ones are often necessary for the story. Major OCs are difficult to write. Fanatics, or more “puritan” fans may be severely opposed to the introduction of an original character, especially if that original character takes any attention away from canonical characters.

· Mary-Sue

· Originally (ST FF) was a beautiful young female. An idealized version of the author. Self-insertion.

· MS goes into fanfic universe, saves the characters, sorts out their problems, earns their undying love and then dies a heroic death. 

· More modernized versions or attempts at not committing a Mary-Sue might start her out as a bitch. But she will still be well-loved by then end.

· Mary-Sue has become a victim of satire.

· Authors fear committing Mary-Sue because those who do are often ridiculed for it. Authors have begun posting notes that apologize if their story appears as a Mary-Sue, or stating that a story is not a Mary-Sue. MS seen as a critical taboo.

Fanfiction in a literary context

· History

· Profit/non-profit

· Statistics

· Literary value

· Learning value

Issues with Fanfiction

· Copyright

