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Course Outline

	School of Computing and Academic Studies

Liberal Studies Department


	LIBS 7007
Technology and Society


	Start Date:
	September 2nd  2014                                               End Date:     December 12th, 2014

	Total Hours:
	45
	Total Weeks:
	15
	(Calendar)
	Term/Level: 
	     
	Course Credits:
	3

	Hours/Week:
	3
	Lecture:
	1
	Lab:
	     2
	Shop:
	     
	Seminar:
	     
	Other:
	     

	Prerequisites
	LIBS 7007 is a Prerequisite for:

	Course No.
	Course Name

	Course No.
	Course Name

	                                                          http://ogden7007.blogspot.com
	     
	     



(   Course Description

LIBS 7007 is a study of the interrelationship between technology and society, with non-fiction essays and texts as the empirical base. The course focuses on how social forces shape and are shaped by the meanings, development, spread, and uses of technology. Concepts, perspectives, and arguments from the social sciences and humanities will be studied and applied to analyse connections between society and technology.
The course format will include lecture, discussion, and both individual and group activities.

Evaluation

	Mid-Term Examination

Group Online Course Project
Final Examination
Participation *
	15%

30%

30%

25%
	
	* The Participation Grade is based on the following:

·     the presence of (i.) attendance, (ii. )punctuality, (iii.) constructive contribution to class discussions, and (iv.) diligent, concentrated, and non-distracted or distracting work on seminar projects. 
·      The absence of distracting or distracted actions in class: including, but not limited to, non-Course-related conversation or computer use, text-messaging, etc.

	TOTAL
	100%
	
	


(   Course Aims
The aim of Libs 7007 is improve the professional attributes of the working technologist in two ways. 
1.    By affording an understanding of technology that goes beyond the merely instrumental. Specifically, LIBS 7007 uses a concise compilation of sociological articles to direct study onto human society in its history, development, use, and challenges with technology. The Course's central focus can be summed up in a simple question: "If technology does not have its existence solely and entirely in human society, then where exactly does technology exist?"

2. .
By integrating into the Course work a progressively structured method of (i.) critical reading and (ii.) professional writing that builds week by week a workable model of written composition, universally effective in business, technology, administration, government, and community affairs.

(   Course Learning Outcomes & Competencies

· Upon successful completion, the student will be able to:

· Discuss how the creation, development, meanings, uses, and consequences of technology are shaped by various social forces including economic, political, cultural, and psychological forces.

· Identify, explain, and apply concepts and frameworks on the study of technology and society from various humanities and social sciences disciplines.

· Critically engage with some of the controversies, paradoxes, and ambiguities in the relationship between technology and society.

· Identify how cultural or societal ways of thinking about the sexes, race, and historical class influence the construction, meanings, and uses of technology in society.

· Examine technological innovations and their consequences from societal perspectives.

· Investigate user-technology relationships and representations.

· Identify issues that arise when surveying technological inventions and discoveries in world history.

· Articulate how technology functions within diverse knowledge bases, values, and systems in different societies.

· Discuss worldviews, power relations, and contested constructions of science and technology within and between societies.

· Examine arguments regarding the transfer and spread of technology within and across societies.

· Pursue inter-disciplinary angles on technology and society in relation to students’ areas of study, work, and experience.

Note:  Should changes be required to the content of this course outline, students will be given reasonable notice.
(   Instructor
	Dr. Stephen A. Ogden
	
	
	
	

	
	Office Hrs.: 
	Friday. 10:20
	E-mail Address:
	Stephen_Ogden@bcit.ca



(   Learning Resources


Required:

· LIBS 7007 Technology and Society Course Reader. Revised June 2014. Compiled by Marian Gracias. Hard-copy textbook at BCIT BookStore.

· Online articles and materials, as assigned.

(   Information for Students
· Academic Honesty: As stated in BCIT Student Regulations Policy #5104, “academic honesty is expected and required by all students. This included ethical conduct, academic integrity, adherence to the facts, and trustworthiness.” You are required to be familiar with the plagiarism definitions and provision of this policy. Assignments will be checked for plagiarism. Anti-plagiarism software, Turnitin.com will be used. Incidents of cheating or plagiarism can result in a grade of zero for the assignment, quiz, test, exam, or project for all parties involved and/or expulsion from the course. 

· Accommodation: Any student who may require accommodation from BCIT because of a physical or mental disability should refer to BCIT’s Policy on Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (Policy #4501), and contact BCIT’s Disability Resource Centre at the earliest possible time.  Requests for accommodation must be made to the Disability Resource Centre, and should not be made to a course instructor or Program area. Any student who needs special assistance in the event of a medical emergency or building evacuation (either because of a disability or for any other reason) should also promptly inform their course instructor(s) and the Disability Resource Centre of their personal circumstances 

· Attempts: Students must successfully complete a course within a maximum of three attempts at the course. Students with two attempts in a single course will be allowed to repeat the course only upon special written permission from the Associate Dean. Students who have not successfully completed a course within three attempts will not be eligible to graduate from the appropriate program. 

· Attendance: The attendance policy as outlined in the current BCIT Calendar will be enforced. Attendance will be taken on calculated weeks. Students not present at that time will be recorded as absent. 

· Conduct: Consideration of others as reflected by language and demeanour that encourage reasoned discussion is expected. Negative, inconsiderate, disruptive behaviour and non-professional, offensive language are inappropriate and unacceptable; see BCIT policies covering harassment, discrimination, and conduct.
(   Assignment Details

· Assignments must be done individually unless otherwise specified by the Instructor. Hard copies of take-home assignments are required and are due at the beginning of the class specified. They should be neatly word-processed on 8.5 x 11" unlined white paper. Take-home assignments should follow APA or MLA format guidelines.
· Assignments received after the deadline will receive a grade of 0% unless accompanied by written documentation of medical incapacity or personal bereavement. For bereavement exemption, a scanned copy of the Order of Service or published notice of death accompanied by proof of relation is required. For medical exemption, a signed letter, on letterhead, (i.e. not a doctor's note) is required from a physician or surgeon stipulating that a medical condition prevented work on the assignment over the full period in which the assignment was active. 
· There will be no makeup tests, exams or quizzes. You must complete all assignments to be eligible to pass the course. If corrections are required, you must make them and resubmit the assignment in order for the grade to be recorded. Keep a hard copy of all take-home assignments. Under no circumstances can you submit the same assignment twice or submit an assignment you have prepared for another class.

(   Meaning of Grades

For students, the grade on an assignment is sometimes disappointing. For instructors, determining the appropriate grade is often challenging. Assignments are seldom all good or all bad, so the virtues of a particular assignment must be balanced against its defects to determine the final grade. This process involves more than counting up the number of red marks and subtracting the total from 100. The following explanation will help you understand the meaning of your grades in this course for papers or essay-type quiz or exam questions (Edited from Judy Brown, Writing Effective Essays. Vancouver: Office of Distance Education and Technology, University of British Columbia.)
· 80-100% — Outstanding: This paper must be fully focused on the topic and consistently strong in its structure, content, expression, mechanics, and presentation. The paper should contain an original and credible argument in response to the assigned topic, and, if applicable, full documentation. Any significant errors of expression that detract from the paper's effectiveness would mean that the paper could not earn an “outstanding” mark. 

(
68-79% — Competent: This paper must be well focused on the topic: its thesis must be well supported by convincing evidence, explanations, and, if applicable, full documentation. The paper's organization must be strong and clear; its thesis specific and significant. If the paper contains errors of expression, they must be occasional rather than chronic, and must not obscure meaning. The "competent" paper differs from the "outstanding" paper in the quality and level of argument, and may rely more heavily on materials and arguments raised in lectures and discussions.

· 50-67% — Adequate: A paper at this level is generally clear in its expression, but weaker in content than a paper at the “competent” level. Its thesis may be vague (but still on topic); its transitions may be inconsistent; its evidence may be occasionally unconvincing or incomplete. Language errors will be more frequent than those at the “competent” level, but will not be so serious or so chronic that they make a paper difficult or impossible to understand.

(
0-49% — Inadequate: A paper at this level will suffer from one or more of the following serious flaws: it may be off topic; it may lack a thesis; it may lack clear and adequate development and paragraphing; it may be deficient in the presentation of evidence; it may contain serious and repeated errors in sentence structure, diction, and grammar — errors that obscure meaning. 

Schedule
	Wk #
	Date


	Topics 

	Assignment (% value)
	Due Date

	 1
	Sept. 2nd & 5th 
	Course Introduction

· Technology & Society for Mechanical Engineers:  avoiding serf-hood. 
· Overview of Course structure, method, and responsibilities.
	Begin Readings 
(see Reading & Resources, Course website)
	

	 2
	Sept. 9th & 12th  
	The scientific understanding of ‘technology’:  the Marshall McLuhan theory.
	
	

	 3
	Sept 16th & 19th 
	Historical and scientific understanding of ‘society’: alternative conceptions and workable synthesis.
	
	

	 4
	Sept 26th   
	Social Media Technologies and Society: the global village.
	
	

	5
	Oct 3rd  
	“Do Mechanical Clocks Create Mechanical Time?” Clocks & Society.
	
	

	 6
	 Oct 10th     
	“Still it Moves”—Rise of the Machine Universe.
And  Review of readings for Mid-Term Examination ahead.
	Group Project Assigned  30%
	Sign up sheet in class

	7
	Oct. 17th 
	(Tue.) LIBS 7007 Mid-Term Examination

(Fri.) Technology Difference Across Societies
	15%
	In-Class

	 8
	Oct 24th    
	Technology & Nationalism.

The Gutenberg Press Prints Nation-States
	Group Project proposal due
	Start of class

	 9
	Oct. 31st     
	Technology & the Automobile: Roads, Mechanics and Oil
	
	

	 10
	Nov  7th  
	Technology & Health Care: medicine, machines, and informatics
	
	

	 11
	Nov 14th   
	Technology & Transhumanism: ‘in the future, the handicapped will be those without prosthetics’
	
	

	12
	Nov 21st   
	Technology & Sexes: the ‘End of Men’ thesis
	
	

	13
	Nov 28th 
	Technology & Religion: Cyber-Theology and e-worship.
	
	

	14
	Dec 5th 
	Technology & Mechanical Engineering. Mechanics as Media: Past, Present, and Future.

LIBS 7007 Final Examination Preparation
	
	

	15
	Dec  12th 

	 (Fri.) LIBS 7007 Final Examination

(Sun.) Group Project Due by e-Mail
	(30%)
(30%)
	(Dec 12th)

Dec 14th  23:59


Note:  If the schedule requires changes, students will be given reasonable notice. 


