LIBS 7001:  Persuasive Research PAPER EVALUATION CRITERIA

	CRITERIA


	COMMENTS

	Introduction (introduces topic appropriately for your subject and thesis; captures attention and announces your subject; may suggest or fully state persuasive thesis; includes ethical appeal)
	

	Thesis and Supporting Arguments (clear and persuasive thesis; convincing, appropriate mix of appeals; convincing evidence; authoritative sources of evidence; no fallacies)


	

	Opposing Arguments (at least 3 of them; presented using fair, objective tone, well refuted)


	

	Organization & Paragraphing (overall organization appropriate to topic and thesis; unified, developed, coherent paragraphs with strong transitions)


	

	Quotation/Paraphrase, In-text Citations, References, Peer Review (uses APA or MLA; correct, complete, no plagiarism; draft essay & references submitted for review)

	

	Ending (persuasive, strong closure; includes ethical appeal)

	

	Clarity /Grammar/ Punctuation /Spelling


	


LIBS 7001: Persuasive Research Paper Proposal 
1. What is the working topic for your research paper?  
2. What's your tentative thesis – your position on the topic? (Note: Your thesis will likely change as you research and write your paper. You'll probably revise, qualify, and rewrite this idea several times over the next weeks as you work on your essay.) Your thesis should be defended and proven through the factual material and evidence you present, as well as through your effective use of argumentative appeals.
3. What specific research sources have you consulted so far? List 2 or 3 significant sources, and briefly note how you're likely to use each source to defend your (at this point tentative) thesis. Use a minimum of six secondary sources in your essay – these should be credible academic (scholarly) or professional sources.
