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1. There is currently only one school of public administration in British Columbia, at the University of Victoria.
 

2. The civil services and associated contract and work in non-governmental organizations is growing and job vacancies are expected to mushroom in the near future as this sector is faced with a ‘babyboom’ retirement wave; 41 percent of current positions are expected to be hit by retirements by 2012 (see http://www.cappa.ca/news/canadianhr-dec-o6.html). The Federal and provincial Public Service Commissions are very concerned about recruitment and training of the next generation of public administrators. B.C. has specific areas of interest in fields such as Aboriginal Administration as well as regional and local government. The School of Public Administration at UVIC and Royal Roads cannot handle this demand, especially that part which originates in the Lower Mainland area.

3. At SFU, in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Public Administration is a field of study in Political Science and is taught at SFU in that Department at the undergraduate and graduate levels. Public Administration is also a feature of the new undergraduate program in Public Administration and Community Service taught in French on the Burnaby campus under the auspices of the Bureau d’Affairs Francophone with faculty also located in the Department of Political Science. Aboriginal administration is offered through the First Nations Studies program from a downtown location affiliated with the Nicola Valley Institute of Technology. Criminal Administration and the Administration of Justice is a part of the undergraduate and graduate programme in Criminology. Public Policy Analysis is taught at SFU in the Master of Public Policy Program at Harbour Centre. Urban and Regional Administration is a component of the Urban Studies programme also taught at Harbour Centre. Business Administration is a long-established Faculty with expertise in management and organization theory, among others. Education Administration is taught at the graduate level in the Faculty of Education. Natural Resource and Environmental Administration is taught in the program in Natural Resource and Environmental Management in the Faculty of Applied Science. Health Administration is expected to be a field of study in the new Faculty of Health Sciences. 

4. SFU faculty are linked to major professional associations and journals in the field, both in Canada, the US, and internationally. Links exist both at the professional and university level, including many to the Institute of Public Administration of Canada (IPAC), and the Canadian Centre for Management Development (now the Canadian School of Public Service) as well as CAPPA (the Canadian Association of  Programs in Public Administration).

5. Taken together, many faculty members at SFU hence have expertise in, teach in, and are actively researching in a variety of areas related to Public Administration in four faculties on all three campuses, in two languages. Adequate library and other teaching resources exist in this field. No credential is currently offered in this field at SFU, however.

6. The opportunity thus exists for SFU to offer a high quality programme in this area at relatively low cost, utilizing and supplementing existing expertise and resources. A Master’s level credential would be most appropriate, namely a two-year Masters of Public Administration (MPA) degree, which is the standard in the field. These are typically not cohort-based and can be run using many existing offerings. 

7. Examples of  successful programs involving small dedicated Faculty complements and multi-unit course content include the programme at Queen’s University and the Guelph/McMaster joint programme. Other support and delivery models include larger Schools of Public Administration such as those at Dalhousie University, the University of Ottawa, York University, the University of Regina and UVIC; the Faculty of Public Administration and Management model in place at Carleton University; and the multi-campus dedicated institution model of the Ecole National d’Administration Publique (ENAP) in Quebec. American models also include larger Schools of Public Affairs or Schools of Public Affairs and Government. 

8. A small program located at Surrey would be very attractive to lower mainland residents and could be mounted in a short period of time. It could grow to become a fully-fledged School within a decade. The Burnaby campus is not as attractive a locale due to transportation difficulties. Harbour Centre is not big enough to house a full School. It could, however, be used for weekend ‘Executive’ development-type short courses if demand exists. However, these could prove equally successful in Surrey given the location of many civil servants’ homes in the Fraser Valley area.

Further Reading:
S. Sutherland and J. I. Gow, “Comparison of Canadian Master’s Programs in Public Administration, Public Management and Public Policy”: http://www.cappa.ca/resources/gow-sutherland.pdf
Canadian School of Public Service: http://www.myschool-monecole.gc.ca/main_e.html
UVIC School of Public Administration: http://web.uvic.ca/padm/

IPAC: http://www.ipac.ca
CAPPA: http://www.cappa.ca/new.html
Public Service Commission of Canada: http://www.psc-cfp.gc.ca/index_e.htm
BC Public Service Agency: http://www.bcpublicservice.ca
� Short courses on specific public management topics are also offered at Royal Roads University. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.royalroads.ca/programs/graduate/" ��http://www.royalroads.ca/programs/graduate/�
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