PAGE  
2

Jan Marontate & Dave Murphy




           
Fall 2008
School of Communication





Simon Fraser University 

CMS 387-4 SPECIAL TOPICS: Visualization and Visual Culture 
	Handout 2: Visualization Design 1 (conceptual, aesthetic, qualitative)




“I do not paint things; I paint only the differences between things.”




- Henri Matisse, Henri Matisse Dessins: thèmes et variations (Paris, 1943), 37.
The first major design assignment is to create an original visualization of a concept focusing on qualitative elements of the idea or aesthetic elements (rather than quantitative data).

Steps:

1. Determine the content of your visualization based on personal or social relevance. The visualization should in some way assist your understanding of a complex situation or phenomenon (example: relationships between competing interest groups in debates about the downtown East Side).  Or you might choose to create a visualization of abstract concepts, theories, or arguments (example: images that communicate ideologies and attitudes related to gender bias, racism, poverty, peace journalism, or aesthetics).

2. Think about the essential components of the content and the purpose or intended use of the visualization.  
3. Conduct research on what you hope to visualize (the content), and the conventions or codes that you could draw on or reject. Refer to your Visualization Analysis Exercise if relevant. 

4. Create a design and follow an iterative process of sketching and refining both the concept and the visualization.  The visualization does not have to be a single image but could be a progression or series of images.  If the visualization requires a context then the context should be defined and represented in either the visualization or the accompanying text.

5. Prepare a short written statement (2 pages maximum).  Include the following elements:  Describe the concept, objectives and intended uses of the visualization.  What is it? Who is it for?  Why did you do it this way? Report on the actual method you used to design your visualization, what steps you took, how often, or when. (It is a good idea to keep notes about this in a design journal). Refer to theoretical notions or methods (and cite the readings) that might be relevant to your design approach. 

6. Prepare a presentation of the visualization explaining its significance and content, summarizing your research, analysis, and design process. Be prepared to support your critical design decisions with cited references. Complete this before class on September 25.

7. Show the visualization and briefly discuss your analysis in class on September 25.

**Be sure to refer to at least one required reading by using concepts presented in the reading in your presentation and paper. Choose appropriate concepts and terminology. 
