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            Fall 2007
School of Communication





Simon Fraser University 

CMS 387-4 SPECIAL TOPICS: Visualization and Visual Culture 
	Handout 2:  Readings for Weeks 1-4

(Additional readings will be assigned and announced in class)




The first series of lectures in the course will be devoted to “mapping” approaches to the study of visual culture and visualization in diverse disciplinary contexts.  

R= files in Resources Folder at http://www.sfu.ca/media-lab/archive/2007/387/Resources/
W= web-based text on an external website

Suggestion:  Download an electronic version of this handout from the Resources folder and use it to connect to links when on-line. 

	Week 1: Introduction to Visual Culture and Visualization




Theories and Definitions of Visual Culture (3 Required)

 (We will not cover all the material in these readings right away.  Plan to read at least 3 of the articles in this section before presenting your first lab assignment.)
Sturken, Marita and Lisa Cartwright.  “Practices of Looking:  Images, Power, and Politics”, Practices of Lookng: An Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 1-44. R

Elkins, James. “What is Visual Studies?” Visual Studies.  A Skeptical Introduction.  New York:  Routledge, 2003, pp. 1-30. R

Evans, Jessica and Stuart Hall.  “What is Visual Culture?”, The Visual Culture Reader, Thousand Oaks:  Sage, 1999(2005), pp. 1-8. R

Mirzoeff, Nicholas. “What is Visual Culture? An Introduction to Visual Culture, London:  routledge, 1999 (2004), pp. 1-34. R

Mitchell, W.J.T. "Interdisciplinarity and Visual Culture," Art Bulletin, 78/4, Dec. 1995. R

Images/Illustrations of Concepts (Required)

Irvine, Martin. Visual Culture and Every Life.  W or R

Irvine, Martin.  Representing Representing. Depicting Depicting. W or R

Case Studies 

Miles, Margaret R.  "Medieval Optics and the Evil Eye" Image as Insight: Visual Understanding in Western Christianity and Secular Culture, Boston: Beacon Press, 1985, 7-9.  R

Sacks, Oliver , "To See and Not See" (excerpts from An Anthropologist on Mars, New York: Vintage, 1995 R

Tufte, E.  The Cognitive Style of Powerpoint, Cheshire, Conn.:  Graphics Press, 1st edition, May 2003.  R

Yaffa, Joshua.  “The Road to Clarity”, Sunday New York Times Magazine, August 12, 2007, pp. 36-41. (Hanrd copy only available in Recent Periodicals section of Bennett Library.)

	Week 2: Media & Communication Theory in Visual Studies




Required

James Carey, “Two Views of Communication: Transmission & Ritual”  from Communication as Culture: Essays on Media and Society. Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1985.  W and R 

Marshall McLuhan, "The Medium is the Message," (Excerpt from Understanding Media, The Extensions of Man. Part I, Chapters 1-7, 2nd Edition). Particularly paragraphs 1-3. R

Recommended 

Entries on Transmission Models of Communication from the Communications, Cultural and Media Studies Infobase expecially:Shannon-Weaver Model of Communication, Lasswell Formula, Critique of Transmission Models
Media, Identity Resources/Projects Website of Theory.org 
	Week 3: Theoretical Approaches in Cultural Studies and Visual Studies




Required

“Cultural Studies” Entry on Wikipedia.  

Hooper-Greenhill, Eilean. Sections on “Understanding Culture”, “Visual Culture” and “Mapping, Materializing and Imagining” from “Culture and Meaning in the Museum”  Museums and the Interpretation of Visual Culture, Florence, KY:  Routledge, pp.10-19. ( On-line library resource )

Irvine, Martin.  “Discourses of Culture/Cultural Theory” (These are point form course notes that provide a succinct overview of some of the main fields in cultural studies.) Georgetown U. c. 2005 W or R

Evans, Dylan on Jacques Lacan, "Imaginary", "Symbolic", "Real" R (file named Lacan-orders) R

Select two different approaches or authors mentioned in Irvine’s course notes and read about them on cultural studies websites, textbooks and journals.  

Recommended

Baudrillard, Jean “Simulacra and Simulations” from Jean Baudrillard, Selected Writings, ed. Mark Poster (Stanford; Stanford University Press, 1988), pp.166-184. R or W

Debord, Guy-Ernest. “The Society of the Spectacle, 1976 W
Underwood, Mike. Entries on Semiotics.  “Code”, “Code and Ideology”, “Introduction to Semiotics”. From Underwood’s website:  Communications, Cultural and Media Studies Data Base http://www.ccms-infobase.com/  also in R

The titles (in quotes) are in a database. Use the index of titles on the left side of this web page to locate articles. The link to "Code" is not working but a copy is in the “resources” folder. After reading "Code", go to the website and select "Ia" in the index, and under "ideology" select "codes and ideology". When you get to the end of "Codes and Ideology", select "Introduction to Semiotics" at the bottom of the page. Subsequent sections in the introduction will be found on this page. Read all sections from "sign" to "structuralism and poststructuralism", then go on to "Criticism of Semiotics".]



