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CMS 387-4:  SPECIAL TOPICS: Visualization and Visual Culture in Communication
	Handout 2: Overview of Assignments & Description of Lab Assignments



An electronic version of this handout can be downloaded from the Resources section of the course site: https://webdav.sfu.ca/web/cmns/courses/2009/387
Themes of Major Assignments:
1  Conceptual Design, Aesthetic, Qualitative: 15%
Due October 15th
2  Quantitative Design, Graphical, Data Representation: 15%
Due November 5th

3  Final Design Project, Visualization in context: 35% (10% for concept presentation - Due November 19th, 25% for final design – Due December 3rd)


Lab Assignments: 35%
1  Portrait (September 17th) – Create a photoshop collage self-portrait from a photo taken of you. (To develop skills in frame size, aspect ratio, format, layers, image manipulation, saving and uploading files.)
2 Scavenger Hunt (September 24th) – (To develop skills in camera operation, framing, lighting, focus, composition.)

Take two photos for each category listed below that explore visualizations that highlight the following technical specifications (focus, aperture, focal length):

· Explore focus by taking pictures of the same thing with different elements in or out of focus 

· Explore the effects of focal length: Take pictures that show different perspectives or distortion

· Experiment with depth of field (focal length, focal distance, aperture)

· Illustrate framing (golden mean, composition, angles)

· Explore different approaches to exposure (aperture, shutter speed, ambient light)

· Explore different approaches to motion (shutter speed)

Use only the camera to create the image for this exercise.  Do not use Photoshop or other post-production tools.

3 & 4  Working in Different Styles and Genres (October 1st & 8th)  – Conduct research to plan this project and then create a collection of photos that illustrate the following themes:

· work in the style of two different photographers

· for example: Richard Avedon, Robert Doisneau, Andreas Gursky, Fred Herzog, Jeff Wall, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Annie Leibovitz, Ansel Adams, Edweard Muybridge, Edward Curtis, Robert Frank, Edward Burtynsky, Sam Taylor Wood, Dash Snow

· stylistic movements: naturalism, realism, surrealism, impressionism, expressionism, neo-classicism etc..

· Genres: Landscape, Portrait, still life, wildlife/nature photography

· Commercial Photography:  Sports, Photo-journalism, Fashion

· Documentary/Ethnographic/Scientific photography 

Prepare a short written text (2 pages) that discusses your sources of inspiration, objectives and the ways in which your photos engage with the assigned themes to accompany your work for this assignment.

5  Data Visualization (October 22nd) - Create a graphical representation of numerical data. (To develop skills in data analysis, information design.)  Prepare a short written text (1 page) to discuss this design.

6  Mapping (October 29th) - Using a combination of photographs and graphics to create a map of art around campus. (To develop skills in compositing graphics and images, conceptualizing space in images, knowledge transfer design and testing.)

7  Web Portfolio November 12th to end of term) - Assemble and present all projects done in the class (including major design projects and lab assignments).

	Week
	Date
	Major Design Project Dates
	%
	Lab Assignments/Activities 

	1
	10-Sep
	 
	 
	Lab use, Black Sun film, Class Photos

	2
	17-Sep
	 
	 
	1) Portrait 

	3
	24-Sep
	 
	 
	2) Scavenger Hunt

	4
	1-Oct
	 
	 
	3) Style and Genre Studies Pt1

	5
	8-Oct
	 
	 
	4) Style and Genre Studies Pt2

	6
	15-Oct
	Visualization design 1 due (conceptual/ aesthetic/ qualitative)
	15
	Presentation and Critique (Design 1)

	7
	22-Oct
	 
	 
	5) Representation of Phenomena /Data set (StatsCan, BBM, etc.) 

	8
	29-Oct
	 
	 
	6) Mapping

	9
	5-Nov
	Visualization design  2 due (data/ quantitative)
	15
	Presentation and Critique (Design 2)

	10
	12-Nov
	Final design proposal due
	 
	7) Web portfolio

	11
	19-Nov
	Design assessment
	10
	Final Design Proposal Presentation

	12
	26-Nov
	First implementation
	 
	Refinement Skills Workshop

	13
	3-Dec
	Final design presentation and paper
	25
	Final design roundtable

	>
	>
	Lab assignments
	35
	7 lab assignments

	 
	 
	TOTAL*
	100
	 

	 
	 
	*Marks will be deducted for absences & late work  
	 
	 








